
In September 2015 Tate House Museum began drainage work as part 
of its $122,550 capital improvement project.  Gnome Landscapes im-
plemented drainage improvements per Mohr & Seredin Landscape Ar-
chitectsõ site plan.  Gnomeõs efficient three-man crew completed the 
work in just less than four weeks.  Three new catch basins for down-
spouts on the front and west sides of house were tied into a rehabilitat-
ed and expanded underground drain with its outfall at the lower end of 
the property.  The entire site was graded and a clay lens installed at the 
foundation to provide positive drainage away from the building.  Upon 
completion the entire lawn was reseeded.  A new ADA-compliant grav-
el walkway from Westbrook Street to the rear entrance of the house 
was installed as was the addition of granite curbing.  We are most 
grateful to Todd Marco, Gnome president, and Mike Gravel, manager, 
who paid attention to detail, respected our historic site, and were flexi-
ble in their management of this intensive work.  

Crane & Morrison Historic Archaeologists, in consultation with Leith 
Smith of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, excavated two 

additional test units; one on the west side of the foundation and the other at the drainage outfall.   

Barbara Luke and members of the garden committee not only moved three raised beds and all the plantings affected by this major 
work but also helped water the newly seeded lawn front and back.   

Sutherland Conservation & Consulting completed extensive historical research during this construction period and presented their 
recommendations for new front steps and a wooden walkway.  This allowed a gravel substrate for the new wooden boardwalk to be 
prepared while the drainage project was under way.  Approvals by the Maine Historic Preservation Commission and the City of 

Portlandõs Historic Preservation Office are needed before these im-
portant features can be constructed.  Our agreement with the National 
Park Service through the Maine Historic Preservation Commission re-
quires this part of the project must be completed by August 31, 2016. 

Thanks are extended to the Davis Family Foundation, the National Park 
Service, the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, and the P.W. 
Sprague Memorial Foundation for their generous grant support. Funds 
from the Morton-Kelly Charitable Trust and the Margaret E. Burnham 
Charitable Trust are dedicated to a new fuel-efficient furnace and the 
restoration of the crossed-sapling fence.  Funds are still being sought to 
bury the power lines in underground conduit prepared during grading 
work.  The next phase of work will address window conservation.  

All in all this is an exciting and important time in the preservation of 
this historical treasure, the Tate House. 

M ARCH  2016  VOLUME  24 NUMBER 1 

Tate House Gazette  
News from the Tate House Museum  

Connecting people to Maineôs colonial roots and helping them to discover, imagine, 
and value the relevance of this history to our lives.  

www.tatehouse.org  

Welcome To A New Year  At The Tate House  

2015 In a Nutshell                                             
Drainage Improvements Completed; Site Work Continues 

Laura F. Sprague  - Consulting Curator 

Cooperation was a key to success!  Archaeologist Peter Morrison 
(left) tests along the walk while Mike Gravel continues grading work. 
The piles of sand and crushed rock replaced clay around the house to 
improve drainage. 

Leith Smith (left), the Stateõs Historic Archaeologist, reviews the 
foundation test unit with archaeologists Pamela Crane and Peter Mor-
rison, and Gnomeõs Mike Gravel at rear. We took advantage of the 
ground was being disturbed to check for 18th-century features.  
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Happenings in the Tate House Museum Gift Shop 

2015 was a great year for the Tate House Gift Shop. We had a lot of new books 
and gifts to offer our guests and hope that maybe you found something that inter-
ested you. 

We began carrying American Heritage Chocolate thanks to a recommendation of 
Laura Sprague. This product is made by a distinct division of the Mars Corporation 
and it bases its recipe on one found in colonial times. That recipe uses a sprinkling 
of spices such as cinnamon, nutmeg, vanilla, orange, and red pepper. I am carrying 
Chocolate Drink and Chocolate Bites and have ordered more for those of you who 
need a chocolate fix.  

We hope to have another òChocolate Tastingó this winter so that you can savor the 
richness of this product. 

At our annual fundraiser Colin Woodard gave an entertaining and informative 
talk. We had Colin sign copies of his 2 books, American Nation and The Lobster 
Coast which are available in the gift shop. 

This year we carried several jams from the Northwood Girl. Our Wild Woman Jam was a big favorite as was her Blueberry Jam. 
She makes a wide variety of products so we will be adding new items to our inventory this year. 

This season was so successful that the shelves of the shop are a little bare. In the next couple of months I will be shopping so if 
there is anything that you think would be perfect for our shop please email me at chefjoan@eathlink.net. 

Joan Hatch - Gift Shop Manager 

Tate House Sew Historical Society Volunteers at Strawberry Banke's Christmas Stroll 

Just in case you think that Tate House Museum docents go into hibernation for the winter, you may be amazed to find out this just 
isn't true. This past year, thanks to Beth and Fred Maitland, a new group of volunteers formed the Tate House Sew Historical 
Society. These women were busy making authentic colonial clothes in preparation for the Christmas Stroll at Strawberry Banke in 
Portsmouth, NH. 

Throughout the late summer and fall they worked on caps, petticoats, jackets and capes under Beth's direction. They also had the 
help of Linda Carmichael and Ginny Bishop in making sure that these clothes were authentic to the time period of the Tate House 
which is mid-18th century. 

On December 12th the society members traveled down to Portsmouth, dressed to the hilt, 
to volunteer at the Mason's Hall and the Pitt Tavern which are both part of Strawberry 
Banke. The ladies and Fred Maitland òhung outó at the Mason's Hall directing visitors and 
demonstrating colonial crafts such as corn husk dolls, knitting and sewing. They had the op-
portunity to talk about the Tate House and pass out information to visitors. 

Those volunteers who went to Portsmouth were Beth and Fred Maitland, Michelle Joseph-
son, Ginny Bishop, Linda Carmichael, Kitty 
Penner, Diane Hoppe, Peg Puza and Joan 
Hatch. Our group was joined by volunteers 
from other groups as shown in the accompa-
nying picture. 

The Tate House Sew Historical Society meets 
on Thursday afternoons at the Means House 
and all are welcome to join. For any questions 
contact the Tate House Office.  

Joan Hatch - Docent 
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Spirits of the Stroudwater Cemetery Tour 2015 

Once again for two consecutive Saturdays in October volunteers and staff from 
the Tate House Museum hosted the Spirits of Stroudwater Cemetery Tour.  
This year was different from previous years in that the Tate House was open 
for tours and a combination ticket was 
offered to participants.  The attendance 
this year was excellent and many of our 
guests took advantage of the combination 
ticket offering.  Guests were escorted 
through the historic Stroudwater Ceme-
tery where they encountered spirits of 
prominent village residents from the 
18th century.  The tour guides provided 

the guests with a brief history of the area and the spirits with a synopsis of their lives.  Con-
currently docents provided tours of the Tate House and told of its fascinating history. 

The weather on both days cooperated and lent a beautiful fall setting to the occasion.  The 
tours began in the front yard of the Meansõ house where guest could browse through the 
gift shop and from tables on the front lawn, an even larger than last year, selection of deli-
cious treats were available for purchase with the proceeds from all sales benefiting the mu-
seum. 

Thanks to the efforts of the Tate House Museum staff and our hard working volunteers the event was a huge success.  Prepara-
tions are already underway to make the 2016 Spirits of Stroudwater even better. 

Stroudwater Village Association News 

SVA is working to protect the character of Stroudwater Village, which of course also protects the his-
toric district and the Tate House too.   For your interest, here is the mission of the Stroudwater Village 
Association: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stroudwater Village Association members had a busy November and December attending neighborhood and city meetings hav-

ing to do with the sale of the Elks Club property on Congress Street.  On January 20, 2016 the City Council voted to approve 

the zoning change required to allow the sale of the property to the new owner.  This re-zoning changes the seven acre parcel 

from Residential to an Office Park zone. 

  

Residents opposed to the zoning change feared òcommercial creepó, and site the Portland Comprehensive Planõs call for more 

residential rather than office space. Those who felt comfortable with the change say the plans would have a minimum impact on 

the neighborhood and the chances of residential building in that spot are unlikely. 

  

In additional action, the Riverõs Edge neighborhood organization, a sub-set of SVA, successfully defeated Verizon Wirelessõs bid 

to re-zone Congress Street property immediately adjacent to Riverõs Edge homes for a large, potentially noisy sub-station. 

The SVA Annual Pancake Breakfast was held again this year on February 13th.  Mayor Ethan Strimling was able to attend, as 

well as other dignitaries from City Hall to respond to questions from the neighbors. 

John Farmer - Docent 

The Stroudwater Village Association is dedicated to promoting and enhancing the 
historic and village nature of the Stroudwater neighborhood by celebrating its his-
toric buildings and natural treasures and maintaining its residential nature, where 

children play and people walk safely in its streets. 

Anita B. Jones - SVA Boad Member 


